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OVERVIEW: What’s new in Version 8.0 

VERSION 1.0, SPRING 2009 

Grade Center 

Content System 

This new component (accessed through the Content Collection tab) provides a better method for managing 
your course content. Here are some advantages: upload one copy of a document, then link to that document in 
several courses/sections; edit the document directly in Blackboard, and have it reflected automatically in the 
courses.  You have two main content storage areas: My Content (files related mainly to your courses) and 
Institution Content (shared files across disciplines or colleges). 

Grade Center replaces the old Gradebook, with a brand new interface and many new features, including new 
action bar (with pull-down menus), in-line editing, custom views and grading periods, reports, extra statistics,  
grade history, grade information bar for selected cell, plus better scrolling through the spreadsheet. 

Use this breadcrumb trail to move up to a parent folder 

Content System menu, containing two Content Areas, 

Portfolios and miscellaneous Tools 

Subfolders for 

organizing 

content 

Toggle between “Shortcut View” (currently shown) and “Folder View” 
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Self & Peer Assessment 

This tool takes a step further than the 
Assignment Manager, by allowing 
students to evaluate their peers’ work, 
using criteria you define.  Or you can 
have each student perform a self-
assessment. 
You can monitor the progress, view/
download assessment submissions and 
evaluations and optionally add 
assessment ratings to the Grade Center.   

Assess student learning and plan career paths 
with this tool (within Content System).  The 
portfolio allows the instructor and students to 
create special items that can be shared 
between instructor and student, or even 
between students.   
A portfolio can contain representations of 
work completed during a student’s course of 
study.  The portfolio can be exported as 
HTML pages for use outside of Blackboard.   

Portfolio 

Scholar 

Scholar is a 
social 
bookmarking 
tool that works 
inside and 
outside of 
Blackboard 
courses. As an 
instructor, you 
can integrate 
your bookmark 
collections and 
searches into 
your courses.  

SafeAssign 

Prevent and detect 
student plagiarism with 
this new tool, available 
through any content 
area in your course. 


